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Bosnians, but the reorganised Turkish army defeated them
and occupied Belgrade. This brought matters to a head. The
Czar announced that, to preserve Serbia from annihilation, he
must actively intervene—if not with the support of the other
Powers, then single-handed. This drove the British Govern-
ment to suggest that a general conference should be held at
Constantinople. It met, deliberated, and drew up a programme
of reforms to be imposed on the Sultan, when Abdul checkmated
it by a masterpiece of duplicity. He suddenly announced that
he had adopted a democratic constitution with an elected
Parliament, the " Rights of Man," popular education and all
the rest of it; and he summoned a liberal politician named
Mindhat Pasha as Prime Minister. The Conference could
not enforce its demands in face of this touching change of
heart, and broke up forthwith. Thereupon the Turkish
constitution became a dead letter and Mindhat Pasha was
driven into exile.
§ 160. the russo-turkish war.—All hope of voluntary
reform on the part of the Sultan being now at an end, the
Czar felt obliged to declare war on him. The Russians had
not had time since 1871 to build up a war-fleet in the Black
Sea, and they were therefore obliged to attack by land; but
Rumania took the opportunity to throw off the last remnants
of its allegiance to Turkey, and allowed the Russian armies to
take a short cut to the Danube.
At first the Czar's forces carried all before them. They
crossed the river almost unopposed, and, advancing among
friendly Bulgars, forced their way through the passes of the
Balkan mountains until, by the middle of July, they were
within striking distance of Constantinople. But then came a
prolonged and strenuous diversion. The main Turkish
armies, thrust aside during the advance of the Russians, now
closed in on their lines of communication. In Osman Pasha
they had a " heaven-born general," who turned the open town
of plevna into a stronghold which defied all the Russian

